iflry

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION
OF LIBERALYOUTH

Strengthen the right to abortion around the world
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Noting that:
e Nearly half of all abortions worldwide are unsafe, and nearly all unsafe abortions (98%)
occur in developing countries. In the developing world, 56% of all abortions are unsafe,
compared with just 6% in the developed world;

e The estimated annual number of deaths from unsafe abortion declined from 56,000 in
2003 to 47,000 in 2008. Complications from unsafe abortion accounted for an estimated
13% of all maternal deaths worldwide in both years;

o Highly restrictive abortion laws are not associated with lower abortion rates. For
example, the abortion rate is 29 per 1,000 women of childbearing age in Africa and 32
per 1,000 in Latin America—regions in which abortion is illegal under most
circumstances in the majority of countries. The rate is 12 per 1,000 in Western Europe,
where abortion is generally permitted on broad grounds.

IFLRY calls upon and its MOs to:
e Stimulate their governments to legalize abortion
e Advocate for strengthened abortion rights worldwide
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