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Noting that:

armed engagements in the Nagorno-Karabakh region in early April 2016 have led to over a hundred casualties, both local civilians & military, on both Armenian & Azeri sides,

Considering that:

territorial conflicts between the two Caucasus nations are long standing, however a single engagement has not resulted in such high loss of life since the 1994 ceasefire,

ceasefire violations have continuously hindered resolve of this frozen conflict,

although negotiations are arranged through international organizations & by means of Russia’s role as intermediary, the neighboring countries of Armenia & Azerbaijan do not have formal diplomatic relations,

in addition to small arms & artillery used in the conflict, a significant increase in the use of armed drones has in turn increased in the deployment of defensive measures,

IFLRY;

condemns the violence on the Nagorno-Karabakh border which resulted in such unnecessary loss of life,

calls on Armenia & Azerbaijan to uphold ceasefire agreements to prevent further violence,

calls on the respective governments to decrease their arms presence on the border, 

calls on the respective governments to engage in meaningful dialogue, in which the establishment of formal diplomatic relations is vital. 
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